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4 – 12 August 
Smile Squad Visits 
10 August  
Grade 5 to Bundoora 
Secondary College  
16 August 
Kindy STEM 
17 August  
Karen Starkiss 
18 August 
Family Science  
Night 
22 – 26 August  
Book Week  
24 August 
District Athletics  
25 August  
Witches Party 
30 August 
Kindy PE  
31 August 
Grade 5 /6 Camp 
Grade 3 /4 Excursion 
1 September 
Grade 5 /6 Camp 
Grade 1 /2 event 
2 September 
Grade 5 /6 Camp 
7 September 
Prep Edendale Farm 
Excursion 
8 September 
Open Day 

14 September 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
15 September 
Prep 2023  
9.40 -11.10am 
16 September 
End of Term 3 
3 October 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
4 October 
TERM 4 STARTS 
 

Grade Three/four Camp 

This week our year three/four students and staff headed off to camp at Sovereign Hill in Ballarat. It is wonderful 

that our camping experiences have been able to continue again this year. The independence and personal 

growth that these opportunities offer the children are often immeasurable. 

Camps always involve a huge amount of organisation and preparation. However, the invaluable experience for 

each of the students make this all worthwhile. Thank you to our staff who organised and attended camp. 

                  

Prep 100 days of School Celebration 

This week we saw our prep students and staff looking a little older than they normally do. This is not due to 

how tired they are all feeling, but because of their dress up day to celebrate being a school student for 100 

days.  

The celebrations included mathematical concepts involving the number 100, making fruit loop necklaces with 

100 fruit loops on them, and a whole lot of other fun activities. An amazing time was had by all! 

 

Kindy Music 

On Tuesday I was fortunate to teach kindy music to a group of our 2023 prospective prep students. We had a 

wonderful time dancing, singing, and making crafts together. I can’t wait to spend more time with these little 

people! Thank you to the parents and grandparents who attended and helped us on the day.  

Somers Camp 

Our sixteen students and three teachers who attended Somers Camp returned safely on Wednesday after 

having an amazing experience. The students were fortunate to participate in activities such as Orienteering, 

Archery, Environmental Studies, High Ropes course, night hike, bush dancing, challenge swing, team challenges, 

making fires, and roasting damper. I have it on good authority that our students’ skills with Auslan were 

outstanding at the morning assemblies. 

http://www.bundooraps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.theircare.com.au/
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Rapid Antigen Testing – changes 
 
It is recommended that rapid antigen tests are used by students and staff when symptomatic. 
Household contacts are required to test negative using a rapid antigen test on at least 5 out of 7 days 
if they are attending or working at a school onsite. Students over 8 years of age who are household 
contacts must also wear a mask at school unless eating.  
If staff or students receive a positive test result at any time, they must report this through the 
Department of Health system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria) or via the coronavirus 
hotline at 1800 675 398. 
Parents must also report a positive result to their school, either by phone, compass, email, or written 
notification; this is so the school can record that they will be absent while in 7-day isolation, provide 
support, and let the rest of the school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that 
they should monitor for symptoms.  

Face masks 

It is strongly recommended by the Department of Health that face masks are worn in indoor settings, 
with face masks mandatory for those aged 8 and over who are household contacts and attending 
school. This is because the wearing of masks is effective in reducing the transmission of COVID-19. 
It is the Department’s expectation that, through to the end of winter, students aged 8 and over and 
all staff will wear masks when in class, noting that exceptions to the recommendation apply to 
teaching circumstances when clear communication or when a particular activity requires the removal 
of a mask. 
Masks are not required to be worn outdoors but can be worn when physical distancing is not possible. 
This expectation should not constrain student participation in the full range of school activities, 
including music, sport, and performances. 
 
School Contributions (formerly known as fees) are available for completion 
Our office is open to receive school contributions which are needed every year to ensure the 
provision of a high quality of education, supported by resources and a wide range of programs and 
activities. Due to a Compass glitch, we ask that families who wish to pay money off the school 
contributions please contact the office to pay over the phone or in person at the office.  
 
Karen Starkiss Evening 

On August 17th at 6pm Karen Starkiss will again meet with parents to talk about Reading at Home 
with Your Child- The Next Steps. 

At the beginning of term 1 we invited you into the school to inform you about the changes we have 
made in terms of teaching reading and spelling. We explained that we made these changes because 
of overriding research evidence stating that it was the best way to meet the needs of all readers and 
to raise standards. 

In the session on August 17th, we would like to work to strengthen our parent/school partnership 
further by explaining how you can further support your children at home. We will provide advice and 
activities so that you can help your children develop the skill and love of reading once they have 
started to decode (sound out) words for themselves and are becoming more confident readers.  

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests#report-a-positive-result-on-a-rapid-antigen-test
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We welcome all parents to this evening with Karen and ask that you book in at the office so that we 
can track numbers. 

Kiss and Drop Zone 

I would like to remind parents who use the kiss and drop zone that this zone is not for parking 

before and after school. The zone is meant to be used as a zone to pull up, as far as you can, let your 

children get in the car and buckle up, and then move slowly off allowing the next car to move up to 

the front of the line to collect their children.  

If you are at the back of the line, you must wait your turn to move forward and allow your children 

to get into your car. You may not double park or wait beside the other cars with your engine 

running ready to pull in front of someone doing the right thing.  

Please do not park in this zone and exit your car to walk in and collect your children. This is breaking 

the law. Please do not park on the other side of the street and call your children across the road as 

the risk of getting hit by a car is very real.  

We also ask that you respect our neighbours’ rights and do not park in or across their driveways.  

I am very concerned about the near misses and anger that is occurring nightly in this zone and I fear 

for the safety of our children.  

Enrolments for 2023 

A reminder that enrolments for 2023 are open. Call into the office and speak to Mrs McLean to grab 

an enrolment form so that we can plan our classes for 2023. 

Last day of school 2022 

The last day of school for 2022 will be Monday December 19th at 3:15 pm. The Department of 

Education has requested that school council’s grant schools a pupil free day for staff professional 

development each term this year. This is a great bonus for the school as usually a replacement 

teacher costs in the region of $400 to $500 dollars, and we would have to release every teacher 

separately to take this professional development day and hire a replacement teacher. By holding this 

day on the 20th of December for term 4 we are saving the school thousands of dollars.  

TheirCare will be open on the 20th of December for bookings and they also have the Christmas 

vacation dates ready to go.  

Wishing you all a safe and happy weekend. 

Sherrin Strathairn 
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Building Report by Julie Dunn – Assistant Principal  
 
No doubt those of you who have been onsite have seen the first of the 3 slabs laid for our new 
building. In the next week, the second slab which is its’ mirror image will be poured near the prep 
playground. The final slab will then be laid to join the two slabs.  They builders are currently running 
2 ½ weeks behind due to weather and supply issues. Our completion date is still the 7th of February; 
however, the builders will be doing their best to make up time to get our students in the new 
building for the beginning of term 1 2023. 

 
The external works for the BER which include painting and some repairs to the exterior are planned 
to take place in the next school holidays to try to make up some time.  

 
Colin Brooks has been for a visit of the site and took some promotional shots for Brooksies briefing. 
There are some landscaping works taking place on the Balmoral side of our school and these will 
continue to take place throughout the build to keep on track for the completion date.  
 
After some initial concerns related to the playground area named ‘Mini Northland’ by our students, 
it has been determined that any areas that may not meet the revised Australian standards can be 
easily modified. This is a great relief as this area is very popular with our students.  
 
This year our Parent and Friends group will be look a fundraising event where families can purchase 
and name a paver to be used in our school grounds. Further information regarding this will follow 
soon.  
Please refer any questions regarding the new building or worksite to Julie Dunn and she will 
endeavour to source the information required or rectify the problem through consultation with the 
builders and architects.  
 
Render drawings of our new building – Learning Centre (8 classrooms and Life Skills Hub) 
 

 
 
View from Balmoral Avenue 

 

View from Discovery Centre, library.  
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BUILDING PROGRESS 
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Each year the school's Social Enterprise program supports a number of charities by 

donating goods and money. One of these charities is the Variety Club. We support this 

charity by sponsoring a car in the Victorian Variety Bash that is held annually. The bash 

aims to raise money for Variety Club through sponsorship and donations. This year's bash 

is being held from the 16th - 26th August.   

 

Last Friday the Social Enterprise team made up of student leaders and teachers held a 

pop-up disco and sausage sizzle to raise money for Variety Club. The car that we have 

chosen to sponsor is a local entrant and Michael (driver) visited the school during the 

event. We even had spider man there to help. On the night we managed to raise over 

$500 for the Social Enterprise program and everyone had a great time. 

 

Thanks for all your support. 

Social Enterprise Team 
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MEET OUR STAFF  
My name is Susie Hull, I have a huge family....  I have a hubby 

 and 3 kids of my own plus I have 6 sisters and their families.   
We have over 50 people for Christmas lunch! Good thing I  
like cooking. 
 
 I love my dogs.  Milo is 12 years and Ivy is 
 11 months they are Murray River Retrievers. They are an 
 Australian breed and were originally used for hunting.   
I walk them every day and take them on camping holidays. 
 
I have been at BPS for over 7 years and have worked in  
every grade. The students in grade 6 now, were in Prep 
 when I started. Now most of them are taller than me! 
Susan Hull 
Education Support  
 

 
Hello! My name is Jacqui Mitchelhill, and this is my 
second-year teaching grade 3/4 at Bundoora Primary 
School. You may also know me from OSHC where I 
worked at before and after school care for a few years.  
 
There are so many things that I enjoy doing. You might 
have even seen me at school with my Rubik’s cube or 
kicking the footy on the oval. I have lots of energy, so I 
love playing games – Sport games, PlayStation games, 
even board games. My favourite thing to do though is 
watch the Geelong Cats! 
 
If I could go anywhere to relax it would be out in nature somewhere, rain, hail, 
or shine. I love going for a surf at the beach, long hikes, and even skiing if 
there’s snow!  
Jacqueline Mitchelhill 
3/4J Classroom Teacher  
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Hi, my name is Steven Meagher and I have been a 
teacher at this great school since 2011.  
 
This school was where I first starting my teacher 
career, I decided to move on from having my own 
business, wanting to help children learn and become 
great people. For the first 9 years, I taught in the 5/6 
area and now have ventured off to the 3/4 area, 
which has been a blast! 
 
Outside of work, I really love spending time with my 
wife and 3 children, we enjoy walking our dog, Tilly, 
and going to watch the mighty cats.  
 
Steven Meagher  
Classroom teacher   
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Hello! I’m Noor Hussein, and I have been working at  
Bundoora Primary for 7 months! I am Education Support 
 in the year 1 and prep classrooms the whole time I’ve  
been here and have loved getting to know all the students 
 and families. 
  
I’ve lived in Melbourne since 2014, and before that, I lived 
 overseas, where I spent my life learning and teaching  
multiple subjects. in Iraq 2009 I got my master's degree 
 in physics science and worked as a lecture in university. 
  
I have 3 gorgeous children with whom I enjoy most of my  
free time visiting natural areas such as zoos and nature 
 reserves and taking many photos. 
 
Other things I enjoy doing are going shopping especially  
clothes, swimming, and watching movies. 
 
Noor Hussein 
Year 1 and Prep Classrooms Education Support 
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Hi everybody!  

We have been super busy in Performing Arts this term!   

  
PLEASE POP THESE DATES IN YOUR DIARY! 
MONDAY 22nd Aug 9- 9:45 ¾ Book week performances (for Prep/1/2) parents 

welcome! 
 
THURSDAY 25th Aug 5.30 -7pm ‘The Witches Party’ – starts 6pm, HALL - gold 

coin donation. 

 
 Our students are so excited! We hope you can make it! 
Mrs Nerida Newell 
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